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Robbie Cole is the new football coach 
at Berea High School in Greenville. He was 
previously offensive coordinator at Green-
ville High.
BIRTHS: Marc ’94 and Allison Rinker 
St. John, a son, Daniel Evan, June 7, Chevy 
Chase, Md.
Daniel and Cari Williams ’97 Hicks, 
a son, Ezra McCall, April 26. They live in 
Greenville. 
97
THIS YEAR IS REUNION!
BIRTH: Todd ’98 and Karen Oberg 
Yochim, a son, Troy Anthony, August 29, 
2011. Karen practices law with McNeal & 
yochim, P.L., in Gainesville, Fla. 
98
Beth Keefauver received a Ph.D. degree 
in English and creative writing in December 
from the University of Tennessee, where she 
teaches.
MARRIAGE: Ross Eldridge and Kara 
Ferguson, April 21. Ross is an investment 
banker with GE Capital and Kara is a sales 
specialist with IBM. They live in Atlanta.
BIRTH: Tom and Rosetta Mowbray, 
a daughter, Annabelle Grace, May 30, 
Greenville.
99
Leah Overstreet of Brooklyn, N.y., is 
co-founder of Frontrunner Gallery where 
she recently exhibited her photographs 
of local citizens who populate the area 
near the gallery, located in Manhattan. 
Visit www.leahoverstreet.com and click 
on “The Chibeca Project.”
Megan Fischer Weis has earned a 
Doctor of Public Health degree in health 
promotion, education and behavior from 
the University of South Carolina Arnold 
School of Public Health.
MARRIAGES: Evan Melcher and 
Jennifer Neiss, January 15. They live in 
Canton, Ga. 
Adam Stillwell and Christine Hacker 
’01, October 2. They live in Greenville.
BIRTHS: Will and Melissa Branchetti 
Atkin, a son, Michael “Mickey” Alaric, 
March 21. They live in Plainfield, N.J. Melissa 
works for W.W. Norton & Co., where her 
responsibilities have included work on the 
publication of America, A Narrative History, 
co-authored by David Shi ’73, former 
president of Furman.
Evan and Paige Thurmond Bass, 
a daughter, Merritt Josephine, October 10, 
Charlotte, N.C.
Chad and Laura Rigdon Johnson, 
a son, Luke Alexander, April 16, Suwanee, 
Ga.
00
Don Abramo of Gilbertsville, Pa., has 
earned an executive MBA degree in phar-
maceutical and healthcare marketing from 
St. Joseph’s University. Don, who works with 
Merck & Co., ranked first in his 48-student 
class and was inducted into the school’s 
top-rated chapter of Beta Gamma Sigma, 
the international honor society for collegiate 
schools of business.
Curtis Callaway of Dalton, Ga., was 
named to Georgia Trend magazine’s 2011 
“Top 40 Under 40: Georgia’s Best and 
Brightest.” He is a communications 
manager for Shaw Industries Group, Inc.
Jackie Smith Carson, women’s 
basketball coach at Furman since 2010, is 
one of 29 members of the charter class of 
inductees into the Athletic Hall of Fame at 
C.D. Hylton High School in Woodbridge, Va. 
A standout in basketball, volleyball and soft-
ball in high school, she starred in basketball 
at Furman, where she is a member of the 
Athletic Hall of Fame. 
Brendan Farran has been promoted to 
commercial real estate relationship manager 
at Avenue Bank in Nashville, Tenn.
Reid Hawkins has been promoted to 
senior graphic designer at Madison Perfor-
mance Group. He lives in New york City.
BIRTHS: H.J. and Ashley Kamphaus 
Brathwaite, a daughter, Lena Merryn, 
May 7, 2011, Raleigh, N.C.
Russ and Rebecca Chambliss, a daughter, 
Charlotte Ann, March 10, Birmingham, Ala. 
Daniel and Chappell Hughes, a daugh-
ter, Sarah Chappell Hughes, February 9, 
Greenville.
Bradley and Martha Davis King, 
a daughter, Ruby Lou, August 21, 2011. 
After graduating from the University of 
North Carolina in 2011 with a Doctor 
of Medicine degree and a master’s degree 
in public health, Bradley began a residency 
in internal medicine at the school. He 
was scheduled to transition to a residency 
in ophthalmology in July. 
Peter and Shana Byers King, twins, 
a daughter, Caroline Albright, and a son, 
Carter Byers, February 24. Peter is an 
international tax attorney with KPMG LLP, 
and Shana is a teacher in the Fairfax (Va.) 
County Schools.
Justin and Shelby Huie McNinch, a son, 
Shepherd William, May 22, Charlotte, N.C.
David and Carrie Lyle Williford, a son, 
Joshua David, April 19. They live in Greer, 
S.C.
01
Rick Bridges is chief operating officer 
of B&B Distributors, Inc., in Rock Hill, S.C. 
He has earned a master’s degree in business 
administration from Winthrop University.
MARRIAGE: Julie Faulk and Billy 
Grooms, April 14. Julie has a doctorate in 
physical therapy from Elon University, and 
Billy is a pursuing a doctorate in pharmacy
at South Carolina College of Pharmacy. 
They live in Darlington, S.C.
BIRTHS: Adam and Tracy Mueller ’00 
Elliott, a son, Griffin Miller, February 11. 
They live in Roswell, Ga.
Kevin and Marisa Poston McLendon, 
a son, Jackson Collier, September 4, 2011, 
Hobe Sound, Fla.
Kyle and Laura Moody, a son, Crosby 
Neill, March 24. They live in Atlanta.
Chris and Marcie Hocking Sprankle, 
a son, Lucas William, February 22. They 
live in Frederick, Md. Marcie works for the 
Department of Veterans Affairs and Chris 
is an account manager for Republic Services.
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THIS YEAR IS REUNION!
Joshua Patterson (M.A. ’06) has been 
named principal of Oakland Elementary 
School in Spartanburg (S.C.) School District 
2. He was assistant principal at Boiling 
Springs (S.C.) Intermediate School.
Andy Pascual has been commissioned 
a first lieutenant in the Georgia Army 
National Guard, Judge Advocate General’s 
Corps. He remains an assistant district 
attorney in DeKalb County, where he 
has been promoted to the Crimes Against 
Children Unit.
Ann Shoemaker earned her Doctor 
of Musical Arts degree from the University 
of North Carolina-Greensboro in May. She 
lives in Waco, Texas, where she is assistant 
professor of bassoon at Baylor University.
BIRTHS: Brandon ’03 and Julie Esser 
Barrett, a son, Luke Flynn, April 8, Mesa, 
Ariz. 
J.M. and Bryant Byrne, a daughter, Kylie 
Blair, November 1, Charleston, S.C.
Brian and Julie Fellabom Kapusta, 
a son, Ethan John, April 18, Wexford, Pa.
03
Eric Tornfelt, who teaches civics and 
economics at Mallard Creek High School, 
was named 2012 Teacher of the year for 
the Charlotte-Mecklenburg (N.C.) Schools. 
He has taught at the school since 2007.
BIRTHS: Rod ’00 and Kristin Van 
Middelem Bayless, a daughter, Riley 
Elizabeth, February 15, Atlanta. 
Jordon and Krissy Douglass Hoort, 
twins, a son, Connor Douglass, and a 
daughter, Caroline Clare, June 28, 2011, 
Charleston, S.C.
Matt and Jessica Miller Kelley, a daugh-
ter, Claire Moriah, November 1, Nashville, 
Tenn. Jessica manages MinistryMatters.com, 
an online resource for church leaders.
McKinley and Megan Spengeman 
Larkins, a son, Henry James, April 29, 
Alpharetta, Ga.
Furman ALUMNI NEWS
2012–13 ALumNI BOArD OF DIrECTOrS
J. Chris Brown ’89, president; Leslie L. Smith ’91, president-elect; Rebecca Ann 
Armacost ’89, vice president; Clare Folio Morris ’83, past president; N. Staten 
Bitting, Jr. ’75; Marilyn Mayfield Blackwell ’65; Sidney R. Bland ’59; Tracy Hulsey 
Bond ’90; Kevin R. Bryant ’85; William M. Burtless ’84; O. Vernon Burton ’69; 
Mamie Susan Caffey ’81; Michael L. Guynn ’91; Jimmie E. Harley ’58; Charles D. 
Hardy ’89; Gregory W. Haselden ’94; Shannon Scruby Henderson ’75; Gail Laible 
Hughes ’83; Gwinn Earle Kneeland ’89; C. Todd Malo ’95; Thomas A. Marshall 
’77; James N. Martin ’79; Herman A. Matherson, Jr. ’79; Andrew C. Medlyn ’97; 
Matthew A. Miller ’99; William P. Morrow, Jr. ’54; Emmett L. Patrick ’56; Scott 
W. Raeber ’92; Kenneth A. Sargent ’62; Gordon D. Seay ’61; E. Leon Smith ’61; 
George O. Short ’54; T. David Tribble ’76.
Ex-Officio and Other Members: Rod Smolla, president; Mike Gatchell ’91, vice 
president for development; Tom Triplitt ’76, executive director of alumni programs 
and constituent relations; Tina Hayes Ballew ’78, associate director of alumni 
programs; Leo Fackler ’03, associate director of alumni programs; Cal Hurst ’04, 
president, young Alumni Council; Kaitlin Parham ’13, president, Student Alumni 
Council; David Hathaway ’13, president, Student Government Association; 
Stephen Tagert ’13, president, Senior Class.
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THIS YEAR IS REUNION!
Ken Stevenson of Tallahassee, Fla., an 
employee benefits broker at the Earl Bacon 
Agency, serves as the legislative chair for the 
Florida Association of Health Underwriters. 
Additionally, he has started a new franchise 




John Rice, a board-certified psychiatrist, 
has joined Park Ridge Medical Associates 
in Hendersonville, N.C.
86
Susan Mangels recently became vice 
president for institutional advancement at 
Lindenwood University in St. Charles, Mo., 




THIS YEAR IS REUNION!
Jef Chandler has enjoyed a successful 
career as a singer-songwriter in the South-
east. He has released three solo albums 
and is now a member of the Bad Popes, 
a Greenville-based group that plays country 
music and Western swing. Learn more at 
www.jefchandler.com.  
Scott Shadle is senior vice president and 
chief information officer for Aviall, Inc., a 
Dallas, Texas-based subsidiary of The Boeing 
Company.
89
Wayne Burr, a lieutenant commander in 
the U.S. Navy, received his flight surgeon 
wings in May and was scheduled to report 
to the Marine Corps Air Station in Beaufort, 
S.C., as the Marine Air Group 31 flight 
surgeon. He is responsible for the over-
sight of the medical readiness of person-
nel assigned to the seven F/A18 squadrons 
based in Beaufort.
Patrick Hynes of Clemmons, N.C., is vice 
president for the Mid-Atlantic region with 
KBS Capital Markets Group. Patrick joined 
KBS from Sun Life Financial Distributors 
in Boston, where he was regional vice 
president.
90
Greg Michell has been named a partner 
in the law firm of Stanley, Esrey & Buckley, 
LLP, in Atlanta.  
BIRTH: Brince and Holly Wilford, 
a daughter, Sloane Elizabeth, October 20, 
Nashville, Tenn.
91
Rick Collett is president and co-owner 
of BrightStar Care, a home healthcare fran-
chise in Chattanooga, Tenn. The company, 
which assists individuals who are widowed 
or caring for an aging spouse, works with 
physicians, home health agencies, hospice, 
skilled nursing facilities, rehabilitation facili-
ties, hospitals and assisted living centers to 
meet patient needs. Rick has more than 20 
years of experience in the healthcare field.
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THIS YEAR IS REUNION!
Rusty Godfrey, a teacher at the South 
Carolina Governor’s School for the Arts 
and Humanities in Greenville, was named 
the national 2012 Outstanding Teacher of 
American History by the Daughters of the 
American Revolution. He is also the state 
winner of the award.  
Martha Henderson Hurley became 
chair of the Department of Criminal Justice 
at The Citadel in Charleston, S.C., effective 
July 1. She is the first African-American 
woman to serve as a department head at 
the college.
Bill Rencher earned a Master of Public 
Health degree from Georgia State University 
in May and is the Health Access Program 
director for Georgia Watch, a statewide 
consumer advocacy organization. He lives 
in Atlanta.
93
Jennifer Wagner Gossett recently 
became board certified in music therapy 
after completing a three-year program 
at Charleston Southern University. She 
received the 2012 Southeastern Region 
Intern Award for the American Music 
Therapy Association and has partnered 
with the Charleston Autism Academy 
to begin a music therapy program.
BIRTH: John and Lisa Johnson, 
a daughter, Emma Louise, March 19, 
Honolulu, Hawaii.
94
Sarah Watkins Satterfield of Ocala, 
Fla., has been promoted to full professor 
at the College of Central Florida, where 
she teaches courses in music and the 
humanities. She is also a competitive 
tri-athlete and recently completed a Half 
Iron Man, her 19th triathlon in three 
years. She was scheduled to compete in 
the Olympic National Triathlon Champion-
ships in Burlington, Vt., in August.  
95
Don Raber has been appointed dean of 
academic programs at Presbyterian College 
in Clinton, S.C. He most recently served as 
chair of the political science department. 
He also co-chaired the PC 2012 Steering 
Committee and was subcommittee chair 
of the PC NCAA Division I Self Study.
BIRTH: Steve and Heather Vande
Brake ’96 Hunt, a daughter, Wilhelmina 
Marie, September 23, Monterey, Calif. 
Steve graduated from Naval Postgraduate 
School in June with a Master of Science 
degree in operations research. The Hunts 
have moved to Sumter, S.C., where he is 
with the Army Central Command.
96
Frances Chang is director of market-
ing at Construction Resources, a granite 
countertop and kitchen and bath renovation 
company in Decatur, Ga.
